THE YOUNG MAN
in an office it does not occur to him that his wife
is having to look after the children, do the marketing,
the cooking, cleaning, sewing, and a score of other
jobs in the home, I should like to know which of
the two does more work! And as for office work,
art, science, politics, where women have only just
begun to take their place, it is unreasonable and
hasty to attempt at this early date to judge whether
or no they are fitted for them. And it must be
remembered that men have had thousands of years
in which to learn these things, and they still do
part of their work badly. Besides in the aristocracy
they never worried their heads about the equality
of women; women became queens and took part
in politics as a matter of course.
The underestimation of women is a sign of a
polygamous society; and as a matter of fact we are
still living in polygamy. Primitive man did not look
after his children and treated his wife like a slave or
a beast of burden; but he was a warrior, as strong
as a wild lion, and he did his part defending the
lives of his family with his own life. To-day we are
civilized, but, for all that, grpss polygamy is main-
tained. The proof of it lies in the fact of prostitution.
And consider how our dual sexual morality works
out for men and women, and how it debases mar-
riage. The result, from what I have observed in
life and literature, is that in the majority of un-